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Sundarbans: Lets listen to the voice of Commons on 22™ April 2010 EARTH DAY

Kolkata 16" April, 2010: Sundarbans, the only world heritage site of West Bengal, has seen almost a year
after cyclone Aila, the people who survived and those who are fighting with the hungry tides still suffer the
nightmares of another climate hazard. Nothing much has changed in Sundarbans in this one year, be it the
river banks, agriculture, economy, or social security. So called development, in the area has failed to assure
them a secure life as the basic minimum facilities for health, alternate farming and irrigation or disaster
mitigation is still lacking. Sundarbans development authority claims that more that more than 150 NGO's
are actively working in the area and over 40 government schemes, are functional for facilitating the rural
people through members of the community are still awaiting necessary support for survival. Few crores of
money has been invested by NABARD, for pond reclamation and rain water harvesting through SDA,
however, new ponds have been dug in agricultural fields while hundreds of existing ponds awaits
reclamation, thus circumstanced the people of Sunderban have raised their voice against the planning and
management system demanding their stake in the decision making system.
South Asian Forum for Environment is working towards alternative farming and livelihood with farmers,
whose farmlands have suffered saline water intrusion. In remote and captive islands of Gosaba block, there
is no crop in the field, no water for use and no health facility. The recent review done by SAFE manifests a
very disheartening social frame which reveals:

A) Nontransparency in distribution of community facilities, loans, and livelihood support

B) Tremendous negligence of the administration in proper management of building river

embankments
C) Lack of first row disaster mitigation and support system like, shelter, water, light, food, and life
saving drugs.

The people of Sundarbans are disgusted with the sporadic help and politically motivated development
plans which are mostly decided in Kolkata, and they do not get a platform to share, their experiences and
thoughts. To take their voice global and influence the policy implications to become pro poor SAFE has
called upon a community rally on the EARTH DAY, 22™ April 2010, nearly 40 years back on this day,
thousands of people have come down to the streets to raise their voice for environmental justice and
against political handicap. With the same motto, a community gathering will take place on 22™ April, at 3pm
in Luxebagan bazaar, Satjelia GP, Gosaba block, Sundarbans, where this time the community will speak
and their voices will go global as the 'Earth day resolution of Sundarbans'. Copies of the resolution will be
reached to all concerned policy heads in the state and central government for immediate action. Copies will
be served to United Nation Organization, UNESCO, UNEP and Human Rights Commission and other
international organizations.
SAFE has already launched a signature campaign to this effect to substantiate the demands of the people
of Sunderbans, we invite you to participate in this Earth Day event at Luxebagan in Sunderbans on 22™ April
2010. Your participation matters in social change.

Transport available from Science City Energy park at 8.00 am on 22™ April 2010.
Please contact- Amrita Chatterjee, Executive (Res & Liaison). SAFE at 9836063759
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